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STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION
15. “It’s Suppertime—With the Bride or by the Birds!”
Scripture:  Revelation 19:1-21
Theme:  “As history is drawn to its conclusion all humanity will either celebrate with the Lamb or be consumed in God’s judgment!”
Introduction:
Chapter nineteen brings the reader of Revelation to the climax of Jesus bringing history to its God-intended conclusion.  God’s judgment against sin was dealt with when Jesus died on the cross but the impact of sin and sinful people in history still needs to be dealt with.  As the Lamb, Jesus is described in Revelation, as the one to bring history to a close. These last few chapters of Revelation reveal what actions God takes toward those who worship, instead of God a secular society. (15,16)…especially anti-Christ governments and anti-Christ religions (17-18).  In this chapter we will discover what delight awaits the faithful Christian, but also what devastation awaits those continue to reject God’s salvation in Christ.
Chapter nineteen draws some striking contrasts.  Here are two suppers—one of sublime purity and joy as the lamb celebrates His beloved bride, the church.  The other supper portrays vultures eating the flesh of the enemies of Christ.  The message is clear.  When history concludes, you are either a member of the bride sitting with the bridegroom, Jesus, or you become the judgment meal of the birds. 
There are two responses to Jesus. One is a “spontaneous thunder of praise and worship” toward a righteous God who executes His judgment, while the other is like a hail storm of blasphemy and cursing the King’s return to earth.

Finally, there are two rewards. The one reward displays a dazzling robe of white linen given to each believer, while the second reward depicts a blinding flash of the naked power of King Jesus as He casts the beast, false prophet and all their followers into the lake of fire. Indeed, it’s supper time—to celebrate the bridegroom or to be the consumed in judgment.  The final conclusion of history is either a supper of celebration of the church with her bridegroom, or a supper of condemnation for those who reject the Savior.
I.  A JOY SCENE IN HEAVEN (REV. 19:1-10)
1     In contrast to the silence that comes with the fall of Babylon (18:22), what characterizes the new scene in heaven?  
·     Who participates in this praise?  Rev. 19: 1-2; 7:9-12; 11:15-16; 14:1-3
2     As you compare and contrast the five songs of praise (1,3,4,5,6):
·    What is the most frequent refrain used and what does it mean?
·     From these stanzas, what do we learn about God?                
3     Verse 7 speaks of the marriage of the Lamb. Who is the Bride of the Lamb and what do the clothes she wears represent?   (19:7-8; Eph. 5:25-27, 32)
· What process are Christians to follow to become a pure bride of Christ?  Eph. 4:20-24
· If you contrast the “prostitute” of Ch. 17, 18, with the “bride” of verses 19:6-9, what strikes you as interesting? (see also  Eph. 5:25-27)
4     What does vs. 9 mean?  Does this point to Israel as the invited guests or does it emphasize the privilege and joy of all those who responded to God’s call and invitation?      (John 1:12)         
II. THE JUDGMENT SCENE ON EARTH (REV. 19:11-21)
1      What did John see in heaven,  as this portion of His vision begins to unfold? (19:11)   
2     What description, titles and names help you to unmistakably identify the rider?  (19:11) 

·      List and then explain the four names given to Him?                       
·      What weapon does the rider wield and why?  
3.    As the angels call for another great supper (19:17-18), how does it compare with the supper of 19:9?         

·      Which meal would you prefer…Why?
4     Who are the combatants in this war described in 19:19-21?  Who wins?  What happens to the enemy leaders and their army?
5    How does this “last battle” compare with the “previous battles” (16:12-16; 17:14-16) and the “later” one 20:7-10?  Do you think these are all different battles or are they different accounts of the same battle?  Why?
APPLICATION:

1 How can this end-time picture help you in your worship of God?                         
2 In what area of your life do you need to build a reputation of being faithful and true?         
